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SOME HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PAST THIRTY- FIVE 
YEARS OF THE BETHEL HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
1966-2001 

1966-Society founded at a meeting in the Bethel Library 
1969-Society founder and first secretary Eva Bean dies 

1971- Society become a non-profit 501(c) 3 corporation 

1972- Dr. Moses Mason House placed on National Register of 
Historic Places 

1972-73-Dr. Moses Mason House restored by the William Bingham 
II Trust for Charity 

1974- Dr. Moses Mason House given to the Society by the Bingham 
Trust, furnished, dedicated, and opened to the public 

Bethel native and historian Stanley R. Howe assumes site 
administrator position 

Publication of booklet Dr. Moses Mason and His House 
Special Edition of the Bethel Citizen published to honor the 
dedication of the Dr. Moses Mason House and the bicentenary 
of the settlement of Bethel 

1975- First annual Heritage Day held 

“Family Farm” exhibit and booklet published with the support of 
the National Endowment for the Humanities 
Microfilming of old Oxford County newspapers project begun with 
the support of Maine Arts Commission 
Research Room constructed with funds from the William Bingham 
II Trust for Charity and named in memory of Eva Bean 
Society awarded a Certificate of Commendation by the American 
Association for State and Local History for “an effective 
program of preservation, publications, and education.” 

1976- Society sponsors an “Old Fashioned Fourth” in honor of the 
nation’s bicentennial observance 

The Bethel Courier (now The Courier ), Society quarterly founded 
Society hosts annual meeting of the Maine League of Historical 
Societies and Museums 

Eva Bean Research Room dedicated during tenth anniversary 
festivities 

Historic marker system initiated, first placed at Bartlett Cemetery 

Annual professional audit established 

Booklet, Made in Bethel, published to accompany exhibit 

1977- Society offers courses in history, genealogy, and crafts for the 
first time 

Society hosts volunteer workshop sponsored by the American 
Association of Museums 

First Dr. Moses Mason Award given for best student essay in local 
history 

Broad Street Historic District named to National Register 
Booklet, Bethel's Broad Street, published 

1978- Constitution and bylaws revised to add trustees and define 
other positions 

Broad Street Historic District formally dedicated by U.S. Senator 



In May 1966, eighteen individuals gathered at the Bethel Library, 
to found the Society. Thirty-five years later, a number of members 
assembled to commemorate officially this milestone with a special 
reception featuring an anniversary cake cut by two charter members 
who were at the founding. Shown above are Charter Members 
Rosalind R. Chapman (left) and Geraldine S. Howe slicing the first 
piece of the cake. 


Edmund S . Muskie 

Society receives news of an endowment of $250,000 from the 
William Bingham II Trust for Charity to be received over the 
next five years 

1979- Society cookbook published 

Annual fund drive begun 

Historical Society calendar published for first time 

1980- Society sponsors Oxford County Historic Resource Survey 
with grant from the Maine Historic Preservation Commission 

First Sudbury Canada Days held 

A.D. Shattuck’s “Sunset at Bethel” on exhibit for summer, loaned 
from Vassar College 

Society Director selected for Seminar for Historical Administration 
at Colonial Williamsburg 

Society membership hits 400 level for first time 

Faye Taylor Memorial Art Show established 

Dr. Moses Mason birthday party held for first time 

(continued on page 4) 



CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE 

As of 20 June 2001, over $560,000 had been raised from cash, stock, 
gifts, pledges, grants, and challenges from over 400 donors. 

Corporate Gifts 
Exxon $1000 

Grantham, Mayo, Van Otterloo & Co. LLC $5000 
Mead Publishing Paper Division $4000 
Northeast Bank $25,000 

In-Kind Services 

Lee F. Carroll, Electrical Engineer, Gorham, NH, Design $1904 
Points North Surveying, Bethel, Property Survey $392.50 
James and Anne Mann, West Paris, Maine Gem Necklace $5,000 

Foundation Grants 
Betterment Fund $75,000 
Bingham Trust $ 1 0,000 
Margaret E. Burnham Charitable Trust $2,500 
Davis Family Foundation $40,000 
Dean Fisher Charitable Foundation $15,000 
Libra Foundation $10,000 
Simmons Foundation $7,500 

Room Naming Opportunities 

($25,000 or more) 

Joan Edwards St. Clair Goodhew, Atlanta GA 
Traditional Crafts Room in Honor of Florence Bickford Hastings 
Dr. John and Jane Champe Payne, Baltimore, MD 
Robert and Janet Spidell, San Clemente, CA 
Henry and Patricia Stewart, Bryant Pond 
Roxanne Twitchell Sly, Brooklin 
Michael S. Stowell, Palm Coast, FL 
Mary Valentine/Richard Valentine, Bethel 

Dr. Nathaniel Tuckerman True Associates 

(Donors of $10,000 or more) 

Walter and Carolyn Hatch, Bethel 
Pamela Heydon, Wilton, CT 

Enoch Foster Partners 

(Donors of $5000 to $9999) 

Anonymous (2) 

Robert Goodwin, Norway 
Richard and Sally Taylor, Bethel 
Edmond and Sudie Vachon, Bethel 
Royden and Alice Keddy, Gorham 

Agnes Hastings Straw Circle 
(Donors of $2500 to $4999) 

Kenneth and Gwyneth Bohr, Bethel 
Dexter and Janet Stowell, Bethel 

Dr. William B. Lapham Honor Society 

(Donors ofSIOOO to $2499) 

Anonymous (2) 

Alvin and Lee Barth, Bethel 
Rotary Club in Honor of John Head and Roger Conant 
Ted and Kitty Chadboume, Cumberland Center 
Stephen and Lynda Chandler, Brunswick 
Geoffrey and Martha Fuller Clark, Portsmouth, NH 
Howard and Virginia Cole, Bethel 
Dana and Barbara Douglass, Bethel 


Colwyn and Judy Haskell, Bethel 
William and Susan Herlihy, Newry 
Richard and Lorrie Hoeh, Bethel 
Jane and Richard Hosterman, West Bethel 
Rep. Arlan and Eleanor Jodrey, Bethel 
Rebecca Kendall, Bethel 
Alden and Mabel Kennett, Bethel 
Thomas H. Mitchell, Culver City, CA 
Helen Morton, Newry 
MollyOckett Chapter DAR 
George and Danna Nickerson, Bethel 
Dean and Priscella Walker, Bethel 
Stephen and Margaret Wight, Newry 

21“ Century Club 

(Donors of $999 in honor of the Society’s occupancy of the 
Robinson House in 1999) 

Stanley R. Howe, Bethel 

Robert Chapman Founders 

(Donors of $500 to $998) 

Anonymous (1) 

Barbara H Brown, South Paris 
Lincoln and Suzanne Fiske, Bethel 
John and Julia Fox, West Newton, MA 
Ronald and Marguerite Kendall, Bethel 
Robert and Virginia Keniston, Bethel 
William H. Kieffer, III, Bethel 
Roy Kilgore, Guadaloupe, CA 
John and Margaret King, Lakeland, FL 
Persis Post, Bethel 
Martin Silver, Norway 
Donald and Constance Vautour, Wateiboro 

Friends of the Robinson House 

(Donors Up to $499) 

Robert Albota, Ottawa, Ontario; Alder River Grange #145, Bethel; 
John Amann, New York, NY; Esther Anderson, Brockton, MA; Philip 
G. Andrews, Fryeburg; Ernest and Alberta Angevine, Bethel; Jean 
Anton, Greenwood; Roberta Arbree, Randolph, NH; M/M James 
Aumen, Warren, NJ; Elizabeth Bane, Bethel; Romeo and Jo Baker, 
Newry; Bradley and Judith Barker, Bethel; Jean Barker, Delray, FL; 
Donald and Jan Barnhart, San Mateo, CA; M/M Robert Barrell, Jr., 
West Boylston, MA; John and Mary Beth Bayerlein, Bethel; D.A. Bean 
Enterprises, Bethel; Evelyn T. Bean, Bryant Pond; Kathleen Bean, 
BryantPond; Bessie Bennett, Bethel; Randall H. Bennett, Bethel; Capt. 
Richard and Frances Bernier, Bethel; Alfred Bianchi, Shrewsbury, MA; 
Allyn Billings, Brattleboro, VT; AnneBooske, Lancaster, PA; Roberta 
D. Bordano, Granby, CT; A. W. and Florine Bowden, Bethel; Donald 
and Eleanor Brooks, Bethel; Arlene Brown, Bethel; AimenthiaBrown, 
Owings Mills, MD; Caroline Brown, Colorado Springs, CO; David and 
Nancy Brown, St. Johnsbury, VT; Gurdon S. Buck, Watertown, MA; 
Norma Buck, Oxford; Lois Burgess, Bethel; Donald and Mary 
Calderwood, Mesa, A Z; Catherine Canavan, Cool, CA; William and 
Sarah Carignan, Rumford Center; Frances Carleton, Dixfield; Ina 
Carey, Framingham, MA; IrvingCarver, White Bear Lake, MN; Ernest 
and Beverly Cassara, Cambridge, MA; Roberta Chandler, Lovell; Ethel 
Chapman, West Bethel; Rosalind Chapman, Bethel; A1 and Doris 
Chiaradonna, North Reading, MA; DonaldM. Christie, Jr.,M.D.,Gray; 
Norman and Sylvia Clanton, Bethel; Honorable Susan Collins, Bangor; 
BenB. Conant, South Paris; Stanley Coolidge, Oxford; David Cordelia, 
Shrewsbury, MA; Allen and Jacqueline Cressy, Bethel; Eva Conroy, 
Auburn; Clayton and Lola Crockett, Bethel; Jack and Sue Cross, 
Bethel; David and Judy Crouse, Lexington, KY; James and Julie 
Dougherty, Larchmont, NY; Richard and Grace Douglass, Bethel; 
Richard and Carole Duplessis, Bethel; Richard C. Dumin, Norway; 
Katheryn Eames, Cape Elizabeth; Margaret Edwards, Upton; 
Robert and Mary Eichel, Bethel; Howard and Alice Fales, West 
Redding, CT; Raymond Fales, Waitsfield, VT; Donald and Ruth 




PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 


Feeney, Bethel; Jayne Fife, Salt Lake City, UT; Norman and Barbara 
Ferguson, Hanover; Alan Fraser, Bethel; Doris Fraser, Bethel; Marion 
Gates, Ann Arbor, MI; Shirley and Marilyn Gilbert, West Bethel; 
Goodwin’s Insurance, Norway, Gordon and Mary Gillies, Bethel; Dr. 
and Mrs. Glascock, Cedar Falls, IA; Wilma Gorman, Bethel; William 
and Marguerite Graham, Bethel; Anne Grasso, Providence, RI; Gray 
Marketing Company, Bethel; Jean Grover, Bethel; Mona Grover, 
Bethel; Rupert and Suzanne Grover, Norway; Frances Harding, Bethel; 
Carolyn and Tom Harrison, Portland; Stephen and Susan Hart, 
Billerica, MA; John Jr. and Jean Hartranf, Rumford; Eric and Celeste 
Hastings, North Reading, MA; Florence Hastings, Bethel; William and 
Virginia Hastings, Shelburne, NH; Michael and Leslie Hathaway, 
Conway, NH; Barbara Healy, Waterville; Clayton and Helen Heath, 
Norway; Scott Heydon, Shaker Heights, OH; Elizabeth Hines, 
Brooklin; Ruth Holmes, Bryant Pond; Adolf U. Honkala, Midlothian, 
VA; Kathy McLeod Hooke, Bethel; Allan Howe, Bethel; Geraldine 
Howe, Bethel; John and Joan Howe, Ottawa, Ontario; John Gregory 
Howe, Gettysburg, PA; Roland and Sally Huston, Rye, NH; Lee and 
Virginia Hutchins, Bethel; Vernon Ingraham, Wareham, MA; Danaand 
Mildred Jackson, Bethel; Charlotte K. Johnson, Westford, MA; Diane 
Jones, Fryeburg; Ardith A. Kelly, Salinas, CA; Earlon and "Mary 
Keniston, Bethel; Lois Kilroy, Bethel; Edie Ellen Kimball, 
Newburyport, MA; John H. King, Camden; Jon Kirssin, 
Mechanic sburg, PA; John Kubach, Bethel; Daisy LeClair, Bethel; Will 
and Mary Leland, Berkeley Heights, NJ; Fem Lincoln, Reading, PA; 
Louise Lincoln, Bethel; Nancy Lincoln, Bethel; James Locke, Topeka, 
KS; Elizabeth Lord, Bethel; Michael Lovejoy, Norway, Arlene Lowell, 
Bethel; Frank and Beatrice Lowell, Newry; Robert Lowell, Newry; 
M/M Peter Lunder, The Lunder Foundation, Waterville; Blake and 
Rachel MacKay, Bethel; James and Ethel Mann, Lunenburg, MA; 
Mary March, Bridgton; Lynn Mason-Courtney, Bethel; Geneva McCoy, 
Bethel; Frances McKnight, Auburn; Mina McMillin, Bethel; Nancy H. 
Mercer, Bethel; Leonard E. and Renee Minsky Charitable Trust, 
Bangor; Marilyn R. Noyes Mollicone, Augusta; Joann C. Mooney, 
London, UK; Blaine Moores, Acton; Nancy Morris, Bethel; Herbert H. 
Morton III, Andover, MA; Schuyler and Winifred Mott, Paris; Ellen 
Mugar, Cape Elizabeth; James and Lucia Owen, Stoneham; Jean Owen, 
Bethel; Marvin and Tineka Ouwinga, Bethel; Richard and Wendy 
Penley, Bethel; Lillian Perkins, Bethel; Duane and Gail Preble, 
Kennebunkport; Betty Barlow Prescott, Bangor; Eleanor Pugliese, 
Bethel; Norman and Joan Putnam, Bryant Pond; Joan Ramsey, 
Groveton, NH; James and Julia Reuter, Bethel; Dr. David Richards, 
Skowhegan; Beatrice Ritter, Torrington, CT; John and Lisa Robbins, 
Richmond; Phyllis Roberts, Newcastle; Catherine Robie, Ipswich, MA; 
Dr. Ned Robertson, Beachwood, OH; Lorraine Rodak, Hackensack, NJ; 
Edith Rowe, Bethel; Peter and Elsie Seames, Greenwood; John C. 
Schneider,Lynnfie!d, MA; Rex and June Slick, Middletown, IN; Arthur 
and Betty Ann Smith, Newburyport, MA; Ann Stanley, Hackensack, 
NJ; Donald R. Stanley, South Portland; Edward Stanley, Hackensack, 
NJ; Warren Steams, Hanover; Doris Stengel, Wayne, NJ; Joanne 
Thurston Peabody Stewart, Portland; Nancy Stickney, North Salem, 
NH; Susan Strange, Potomac, MD; Persis Suddeth, Bowie, MD; Bertha 
Stevens, Bethel; Mary Telfer, Median, PA; Murray and Constance 
Thurston, Bethel; Margaret Joy Tibbetts, Bethel; Samuel and Nan 
Timberlake, Bethel; Don and Peggy Tobin, Bandera, TX; Dr. John and 
Margaret Trinward, North Waterford; Jaquelyn Van Leuven, Bethel; 
Margaret S. Ward, Sun City Center, FL; Mary Wheeler, Bethel; 
Elizabeth Delano Whiteman, Philadelphia,PA; Owen and Sue Wight, 
Newry; Ruth Wight, Bethel; Willard and Sylvia Wight, Newry, John 
Wiley, Hopewell, NY ; Priscilla Wiley, Woodbury, CT; Ronald Willard, 
Springfield, VA; EleanorWilson, Bedford, MA; Raymond and Eleanor 
York, Fayetteville, NC; Archie and Jane Young, Bethel. 


As a television advertisement used to remind us, “You’ve 
come a long way, baby!” Little did we know that an event on 3 1 
May 1966 would have such a profound effect on the area and 
result in what we know today as the Bethel Historical Society’s 
Regional History Center. 

On that day an intrepid group of eighteen, including local 
historian and author, Eva Bean, met at the Bethel Library to 
found what has become one of the largest and we believe, finest 
and most successful, small historical societies in New England. 
My predecessor, the first president of the Society, Charles Errol 
Heywood, did not even attend the first meeting, but was 
nevertheless elected to lead the organization. I don’t believe that 
it was a case of “you snooze and you lose,” since I assume he 
had been asked in advance of his election. Mr. Heywood and his 
associates laid the groundwork for our organization, formalized 
the Society, and began the responsibilities we carry on today. On 
behalf of the Society, I thank those charter members for all their 
dedication, vision, and hard work. 

Previous to that meeting in 1966, there had been several 
attempts dating back to 1856 to form an organization to preserve 
the town’s history. Thirty- five years ago, however, success was 
achieved in the founding of the entity we know and enjoy today. 
Major milestones since that time have included the restoration 
and gift of the Dr. Moses Mason House by the Bingham Trust 
and the purchase of the Robinson House next door to complete 
our present facilities of two outstanding properties and the 
beautiful grounds that surround them in Bethel’s Historic 
District. 

Our challenge now is to complete our ambitious plans for the 
Robinson House in order to strengthen the legacy established by 
the group of eighteen in 1966. 1 look forward to working with 
everyone determined to make our dream come true. Do keep up 
all the good work and generosity. Thanks so much! 

Alvin Barth 


ANNUAL FUND 

Help keep the Society strong by making a gift to its Annual 
Fund Campaign. Tax deductible contributions help support its 
exhibits, special events, publications, and other programming. 
Gifts in any amount may be made throughout the year to the 
Society at P.O. Box 12, Bethel, ME 04217-0012 


New Life Members 

Henry E. Messier, Bethel 

Francis and Emilie Coolidge, Boxboro, MA 


In Memoriam 

Died, 1 March 2001, John T. Grover, Searsport, Life Member 
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Among those attending the 35 anniversary celebration at the Robinson House were: (front, seated) Judy Haskell, Helen Morton, Dean Walker; 
second row, Lucy Nordahl, Nancy Morris, Susan Herlihy, Geraldine Howe, Rosalind Chapman, Stan Howe, Priscella Walker; back row : Amy 
Davis, Lois Kilroy, Carolyn McDormand, Becky Kendall, Jackie VanLeuven. 


(Past Thirty-Five years, continued from page 1) 

1981- First historical film series held with the support of the Maine 
Humanities Council 

Dr. William B. Lapham’s History of Bethel reprinted with new 
indexes and including an original essay highlighting the last 
century of Bethel developments by Society Director Howe 
Indian Raid ‘81 bicentenary and Indian Raid Special Edition 
published 

New editions of Molly Ockett and Dr. Moses Mason and His House 
published 

Summer house stationery offered for first time 

1982- Gift of Twitchell folk art portraits to the Society 
Adoption of personnel and collection policies 
Museum Assessment I grant and review 

Gift of R. P. Tolman’s portrait of Dr. Mason to the Society 

1983- Society loans Dr. Mason portrait and other artifacts to the 
“Maine at Statehood” exhibit at Bowdoin College, Colby 
College and other locations throughout the State 

Society membership passes 500 level 

1 984- “Grass Roots” history course offered to Telstar Regional High 
School students for first time 

1880 Atlas maps ofBethel reprinted 
“Adams Chronicles” film series 
Twitchell portraits exhibit 
Martha Fifield Wilkins exhibit 

1985- Publication of Thomas Hubka’s Big House, Little House, 
Back House, Bam: The Connected Farm Buildings of New 
England, which included several Society photographs 

Museum Assessment Program II grant and review 
Publication of Chester Harding catalog by the National Portrait 
Gallery containing photographs of the Mason portraits 
“Maine at Statehood” exhibit 
Conference on Rural Reform hosted by the Society 
“A Good Stand of Buildings” exhibit 
“Early Peoples of Maine” exhibit 


“William Rogers Chapman, 1855-1935" exhibit 
Society membership tops 600 

1986- Publication of a new and expanded edition of Eva Bean’s 
East Bethel Road 

Long-Range Planning Committee formed 
New railroad stationery offered for first time 
New Society brochure published 
Eight Honorary member added to Society rolls 
Randall Bennett becomes Curator of Collections 

1987- Bequest received to establish Austin F. Twitchell Fund to 
benefit collections 

Marjorie MacArthur Noll Volunteer Service Award established; 
Floribel Haines first recipient 

Publication of Oxford County, Maine: A Guide to Its Historic 
Architecture by Curator of Collections Randall Bennett 
Society sponsors oral history workshop with Northeast Folklore 
Archives of the University of Maine 
Society receives Harry W. Rowe Award from the Maine League of 
Historical Societies and Museums for “an outstanding 
contribution to state and local history” 

Society receives a Preservation Award from the Maine Historic 
Preservation Commission 

Society membership exceeds 700 members for first time 

1988- Fifty years of the Norway Advertiser-Democrat added to 
Society collections 

Maine Old Cemetery Records added to Society collection 
Sudie Vachon receives Noll Volunteer Service Award 
Society membership tops 800 

1989- Microfilm cabinet donated to the Society in honor of E. 
Louise Lincoln by her family 

Seven Honorary members added to Society rolls 
Society sponsors Norumbega project with Bethel Library 
Barbara Herrick Brown receives Noll Volunteer Service Award 
Society publishes Bethel, Maine Cemeteries 
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1990- Persis Post receives Noll Volunteer Service Award 

Grant received from the William Bingham II Trust for Charity and 
the Bingham Betterment Fund to publish an illustrated history of 
Bethel 

1991- Society membership tops 900 
Constitution and by-laws revised 

Second edition of Molly Ockett booklet published 
Society publishes Bethel, Maine: An Illustrated History by Randall 
H. Bennett, Curator of Collections 
Helen Morton receives Noll Volunteer Service Award 
Hall bequest of $20,000 received, Hall Memorial Special Projects 
Fund established 

1992- First Hall Memorial Lecture held featuring Sarah McMahon 
of Bowdoin College 

Margaret Herrick Oakes Book Fund established with $1000 bequest 
Agnes Haines Memorial Fund established to fund local history and 
genealogy publications 

Society commended by the American Association for State and 
Local History for “an outstanding record of publication in local 
and regional history” 

Elizabeth Mason Carter receives Noll Volunteer Service Award 

1993- Kilgore family reunion held for first time 

Society receives a challenge grant from the Bingham Betterment 
Fund to publish book on the Richardson Lakes region 
Society membership exceeds 1000 for first time 
Society establishes Preservation Award, Middle Intervale Meeting 
House Society and Rotary Club honored 
First Fourth of July brass band concert and community picnic 
Rosalind Chapman receives Noll Volunteer Service Award 
New walking and driving tour brochures produced 

1994- Three honorary members added to Society rolls 
Society sponsors genealogical seminar 

Society hosts Maine Citizens for Historic Preservation annual 
meeting 

Society receives chair that once belonged to William Bingham II 

Foster family honored with Preservation Award 

Margaret Joy Tibbetts receives Noll Volunteer Service Award 

1995- China exhibit honoring Annie Gould 

Rodney and Geraldine Howe receiveNoll Volunteer Service Award 
Maine Museum Day observed for first time 
Philbrook Place honored with Preservation Award 

1996- Society receives bequest of inlaid table from Robert Silver 
estate 

Publication of The Richardson Lakes: Jewels in the Rangeley Chain 
by the Society 

Bequest received from Olive Head estate to establish educational 
fund 

Society celebrates Bethel bicentenary with special exhibits and 
programming 

Arlene and Donald Brown receive Noll Volunteer Service Award 
Scott Oldakowski, Patricia Thurston and Bethel Rotary receive 
Preservation Awards 
1997 

Society computerizes operations with a grant from Exxon 
Society launches a capital campaign to add museum space 
John and Janet Todd honored with Preservation Award 
Society hosts American Association for State and Local History 
Workshop in cooperation with the Maine Historical Society, 


Maine State Museum, Maine Archives and Museums, and the 
New England Museum Association 
“Good Things Come in Small Packages” exhibit 
Richard and Jane Hosterman receiveNoll Volunteer Service Award 
Five Honorary Members added 
Gift of Gen. Cuvier Grover’s Civil War Folding Chair 

1998- Grant from Exxon for video equipment 
Mount Zircon Moon Tide Spring exhibit 
Society web-site established 

“The Way Life Should Be: Romance and Reality in Early Modern 
Maine” exhibit 

Society acquires Elms property from Bethel Inn for museum 
building 

Bingham Betterment Fund awards Society $75,000 challenge grant 
for capital campaign 

Tom and Rebecca Zicarelli received Preservation Award 
Edna York honored with Noll Volunteer Service Award 
First New Year’s Bethel Celebration 

1999- John Frances Sprague and Sprague's Journal of Maine 
History Exhibit 

Lecture Series on Maine Historians sponsored in part by a grant 
from the Maine Humanities Council 
Exxon grant for display case 

Society offices and museum shop moved to Robinson House, which 
is opened to the public 

Preservation Award honors Bethel Inn, Naimey Block, and Elmdale 
Cemetery 

Jim Mann of Mountain Mann Jewelers donates “Western Maine 
Heritage Necklace” to benefit Capital Campaign 
Capital Campaign raises over $350,000 from over 200 donors 
Stanley R. Howe honored for 25 years as Executive Director 
Willard and Sylvia Wight receive Noll Volunteer Service Award 

2000- Capital Campaign total passes $450,000 level 

Robinson House mortgage paid, mortgage burned at Annual 
Meeting 

Concept for Robinson House museum facility approved by Board of 
Trustees 

“Scenery of the White Mountains” exhibit 
“Bethel: A Historic Town” exhibit 

Noll Volunteer Award presented to Ranald and Sarah Stevens 
Museum Assessment Program III grant and review 
Preservation Award honors Bethel Opera House, George and Danna 
Nickerson, and Whitman Library 

Reading and discussion course on three centuries of Bethel history 

2001- Society observes 35 lh anniversary with cake cutting and 
reception in Robinson House 

Reading and discussion course on Maine history 
“A Sampling of Winter Recreation in the Bethel Area” exhibit 
Special commemoration of 150* anniversary of the arrival of 
railroad service to Bethel 

Exhibit “Light Years Ago: The Art and Science of the Kerosene 
Lamp” 

Sunday River Valley House Tour & Luncheon 
“All Aboard! 150 Years of Railroading from the Atlantic to the St. 
Lawrence” exhibit 

Noll Volunteer Service Award presented to Mary Keniston 
Scott and Jenna Smith (Wiley Block) and Bethel United Methodist 
Church honored with Preservation Award 
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Bethel Historical Society 
Membership List as of May 1, 2001 

Honorary 

Avery Angevine*, Bethel; Caroline Brooks*, Bethel; Arlene G. 
Brown*, Bethel; Barbara H. Brown*, South Paris; Julia Brown*, 
South Paris; Elizabeth Mason Carter, Bridgton; Rosalind R. 
Chapman, Bethel; Margaret Davis*, Bethel; Florence Hastings*, 
Bethel; Richard and Jane Hosterman*, West Bethel; Virginia 
Hutchins, Bethel; Mildred Jackson, Bethel; Mary C. Keniston, 
Bethel; E. Mama McGinness, Bethel; Helen Morton*, Newry; 
Vance and Janet Richardson, Portland; Ranald and Sarah Stevens, 
Bethel; Margaret Joy Tibbetts, Bethel; Sudie Vachon*, Bethel; 
Willard and Sylvia Wight*, Newry; Edna York, Bethel 
* Also Life Member 

Life 

Alan and June Abbott, Bethel; Angus Andrews, Westlake Village, 
CA; Wiliam Andrews, Newry; Ernest and Alberta Angevine,. 
Bethel; Roland Annis, Bethel; Laurel Atkinson, (address unknown); 
Allen and Mary Alice Bancroft, Paris; John Ballentine, 
Somersworth, NH; Bradley and Judith Barker, Bethel; Jean Barker, 
Delray Beach, FL; James and Eliza Barnes, West Bethel; Alvin and 
Lee Barth, Bethel; Nathaniel T. Bartholomaei, Hilton Head, SC; 
Dorothy Bartlett, Bethel; Keith and Suzanne Bartlett, Bethel; Otis 
Bartlett, Gorham, NH; William Bartlett, Dover-Foxcroft;Donald and 
Karen Bean, Bethel; Kathleen S. Bean, Bryant Pond; Randall H. 
Bennett, Bethel; Lawrence Bennett, Westbook; Francine Lake 
Bergman, Key Colony Beach, FL; Francis and Mary Lou Berry, 
Newry; Ruth Blakney, Plainfield, CT ; Kenneth and Gwyneth Bohr, 
Bethel; Garret and Melody Bonnema, Bethel; JaneGehring Bouker, 
Naples, FL; Florine Bowden, Zephyrhills, FL; John Bremer, 
Shelbyville, IN; Lenny and Mary Brent, Springfield, MO; Donald 
and Eleanor Brooks, Bethel; Dale S. Brouse, Frazier Park, CA; 
Leland Brown, Bethel; Beatrice Brown, Bethel; John K. Brown, 
Bethel; Musa Brown, Bethel; Robert Brown, Hanover' Lois 
Burgess, Bethel; Edward and Cynthia Bush, Buzzard’s Bay, MA; 
Mary Calderwood, Mesa, AZ; Carolyn Campbell, Bethel; Ann 
Carlson, Friendship; Jane Carlson, Bethel; Prentiss and Frieda 
Carnell, West Sand Lake, NY ; Lee and Judith Carroll, Gorham, NH; 
Thomas Carter, Bethel; Irving Carver, White Bear Lake, MN; 
Robert and Nancy Chadboume, Bethel; Theodore and Earline 
Chadbourne, Cumberland Center; Stephen and Lynda Chandler, 
Brunswick;Amy Chapman, Greenwood; Dr. Alan and Marcia 
Chastanet, East Andover; Dorothy Christie, Gray; Norman and 
Sylvia Clanton, Bethel; Edith Clemens, Mansfield, OH; Filmore and 
Shirley Clough, St. Pierce, FL; William and Marta Clough, South 
Freeport; Mary Clyne, Mohawk, NY; Carolyn M. Colby, 
Bethel;Eleanor Conary, Norwich, CT ; Robert Congdon, Islesboro; 
Gayle Connor, Chelmsford, MA; Francis and Emilie Coolidge, 
Boxboro, MA; Albert Costa, Waban, MA;William and Margaret 
Cousins, Bethel; Cynthia Cox, Perth, Scotland, UK: Robert and Sue 
Crane, Norway; Allen and Jacqueline Cressey, Bethel; Howard and 
Virginia Cole, Bethel; Rupert and Eva Conroy, Auburn; Madeleine 
- Dampier, Gainsville, FL; Rita Davis, Bethel; Robert and Pauline 
Davis, Bethel; Helene Decker, Oxford; Joan Detter, Santa Fe, NM; 
Irmgard Dering, Bethel; Patricia C. Dooen, Bethel; Barbara 
Douglass, Bethel; Richard and Grace Douglass, Bethel; Kate 
Nickerson Dumais, Livermore; Richard and Nancy Duplisea, 
Auburn; Aline Dupont, Portland; Hugh and Mariann Durgin, 
Waterford; Frances Lane Dunn, Damariscotta; Katheryn M . Eames, 
Cape Elizabeth; Lawrence and Marlene Engdahl, Bethel; Barbara 
Jean Grover Farinsky, Rolling Hills, CA; Dt nald and Ruth Feeney, 


Bethel; Jayne Fife, Salt Lake City, UT; Victoria Fimiani, Hanover; 
Lincoln and Sue Fiske, Bethel; Thomas and Wendy Ford, 
Waldoboro; John and Julia Fox, West Newton, MA; Doris Fraser, 
Bethel; Barbara Freeman, Bethel; Peter and Mary-Ellen Gartner, 
Bryant Pond; Marian Penley Gates, Ann Arbor, MI; Justin Gilbert, 
Bethel; Gordon and Mary Gillies, Hebron; Wayne C. Gilman, 
Cromwell, CT; David Grover Glascock, Dr. John and Dorothy 
Glascock, Cedar Falls, IA; Philippa Glines, Berlin, NH; Joan S. 
Goodhew, Atlanta, GA; Wilma Gorman, Bethel; Alice Grady, 
Acton, MA; Lillian Grant, Gorham; Robert Greenleaf, Scituate, RI; 
Jerry and Jeri Greenwell, Bethel; Harry E. Grover, Jr., Antioch, IL; 
Richard and Mona Grover, Mason Township; Peter T. Haines, 
Bethel; Carol B . Hardenbrook, Biddeford; M ary Lee Harris, Naples, 
FL; Dr. John and Cathy Hart, Bangor; Beryl Haskell, New 
Gloucester; Colwyn and Judith Haskell, Bethel; Walter and Carolyn 
Hatch, Bethel;Annie Hastings, Bethel; Richard O. Hathaway, 
Montpelier, VT; Bruce W. Hazelton, Cumberland Center; John and 
Fumiko Head, Bethel; Joshua Head, Bethel; Charles H. Heino, 
Belgrade; Reona B. Heino, Boothbay Harbor; Sharon Heiss,, 
Fremont, CA; William and Susan Herlihy, Newry; Pamela Heydon, 
Wilton, CT; Mary H. Hillier, Georges Mills, NH; Richard and 
Lorrie Hoeh, Albany Township; Richard Holland, York; Rudolf and 
Barbara Honkala, Bethel; Allan Howe, Bethel; Clarence and Joan 
Howe, Bethel; Diane S. Howe, Bethel; George A. Howe, Acton, 
MA; John G. and Sandra Howe, Severn, MD; John W. Howe, 
Ottawa, Ontario; Stanley R. Howe, Bethel; Sue Howe, Pinion, AZ; 
Dr. James and Patricia Hudson, Newcastle; Harlan Hutchins, West 
Paris; James and Jean Hutchins, Bethel; Dr. Robert and Alidah lies, 
Andover; Marion Grover Irey, Weston, FL; Betty Jackson, Chapel 
Hill, NC; Clifton and Grace Jackson, Wallingford, CT ; Arlan and 
Eleanor Jodrey, Bethel; Donald O. Johnston, Las Vegas, NV; Robert 
and Helen Jones, Wales; Alice Keddy, Gorham; Eunice Keddy, 
Attleboro, MA; Robert and Virginia Keniston, Bethel; Cheryl 
Kelso, Wayland, MA; Rebecca Kendall, Bethel; Alden and Mabel 
Kennett, Bethel; Edward Kennett, Bethel; Susan Kettinger, Salem, 
NH; William H. Kieffer III, Bethel; Roy and Anita Kilgore, 
Nipomo, CA; Lois Kilroy, Bethel; Gordon Kimball, Gray; John and 
Joan Kimball, Bethel; John and Margaret King, Lakeland, FL; Dr. 
John and Ann Knowles, Yarmouth; James D. Konkel, Cape 
Elizabeth; Helen Kraul, Portland; Mary Twitchell Kushner, 
Roseland, NJ: Harry and Barbara Kuzyk, Ellenton, FL; Jean Post 
Lamphear, Shelburne, VT; Dale and Barbara Lapham, Hanover; 
Kay Larson, Palmer, AK; Douglas and Claire Lary, Willimantic, 
CT; Daisy LeClair, Bryant Pond; Mary Little, Largo, FL; Stephen 
and Ellen Little, Doveer, MA; Stephen Chapman Lockwood, 
McLean, VA; Elizabeth Lord, Bethel; Arlene Lowell, Bethel; Frank 
and Beatrice Lowell, Newry; Frank Lowell, Jr., Newry; Robert J. 
Lowell, Bethel; Hugh Lynch, Newry; Elmer and Nancy Lyons, 
Hanover; Blake and Rachel MacKay, Bethel; Dr. John and Tracy 
Mason, Bethel; Edward MacGibbon, Palatka, FL; Theodore 
MacGibbon, Palatka, FL; Donald L. McAllister, Portland; H. Paul 
McGuire, Bethel; David and Grace M cKivergan, Rumford; John and 
Merrilee McMillin, Gardiner; Mina McMillin, Bethel; Pearline 
McMilllin, Bethel; Marguerite McNally, Hampden; Barbara Mahler, 
Bethel; Dr, Rex and Martha Martin, Harrison; -Marlene Marshall, 
Bethel; Lynn Mason-Courtney, Bethel; Nancy H. Mercer, Bethel; 
Sharon Merrill [address unknown];Virginia Merrill, Solon; Henry 
Messier, Bethel; Steve Milligan, Rumford; Burton Mills, Park City, 
UT; Eva Mills, Bryant Pond; Dr. Jeffrey Mills, Orono; Mary Mills, 
Greenwood; Timothy Mills, South Paris; Frederick and Penelope 
Milton, West Boyston, MA; Marilyn Mollicone, Augusta; Nina 
Mollicone, Bethel; James and Josephine Monahan, Bethel; Patricia 
Moon, Denver, CO; Joann Mooney, London, UK; Nancy Morris, 
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Bethel; Marcia Moss, Concord, MA; Schuyler and Winfred Mott, 
Paris; Martha Murphy, South Portland; Vicky B. Myers, Bryant 
Pond; Catherine S.C. Newell, Greenwood; George and Danna 
Nickerson, Bethel; John and Lucy Nordahl, Bethel; Nicholas 
Noyes, Mechanic Falls; Carolyn J. Nygren, St Petersburg, FL; 
Robert and Carolyn O’Brien, Bethel; Dr. William and Jane O’Brien, 
Charlottesville, VA; Michael J. O’Donnell, Bethel; W. Scott 
Oldakowski, Zephyr Cove,NV; Alan B. Ordway, Bridgton; Ted J. 
Orino, Barefoot Bay, FL; James B. Owen, East Stoneham; Jean K. 
Owen, Bethel; Robert Parente, Bethel;JaneH. Pariseau, Turner; Dr. 
John and Jane Payne, Baltimore, MD; Richard and Wendy Penley, 
Bethel; Crawford and Therese Perry, Bethel; Richard and Jeanette 
Pingrey, Selah, WA; Robert and Marilyn Ponchak, Hebron, CT; 
Fourtin and Shirley Powell, Rockport; Betty B. Prescott, Bangor; 
Sally Pusey, Winchester, VA; Kenneth and Sarah Ramage, Bethel; 
Elinor Ritchings, Petersburg, VA; Phyllis Roberts, Newcastle; Roger 
E. Robertson, Northridge, CA; Peter and June Rowan, Waterville 
Valley, NH; Raymond and Louise Seames, Greenwood; Stephen T. 
Seames, Worcester, MA; Charles and Edith Seashore, Columbia, 
MD; ClintSchaum,. Atlanta, GA; Gordon Schexnayder,New Iberia, 
LA; Dorothy G. Schmidt, Readfield; Sylvia S. Sebelist, Waterford; 
Basil Seguin, Bryant Pond; Irene Mae Sessions, West Paris; Stephen 
L. Sessions, Norway; Roxanne Twichell Sly, Brooklin; Arthur and 
Betty Smith, Newburyport, MA; Dr. Charles and Mary Anne Smith, 
York Beach; Lawrence C. Smith, St. Pete Beach, FL; Leslie and 
Elizabeth Smith, Phippsburg; Senator Olympia J. Snowe, 
Washington, DC; Robert and Janet Spidell, San Clemente, CA; 
Helen Ross Staley, Easton, MD; Robert and Elisabeth Stedman, 
Ottawa, Ontario; Doris Stevens, Bangor; Dorothy P. Stevens, East 
Greenwich, RI; Joanne P. Stewart, Portland; Robert D. Stoddard, 
Merrimack, NH; Jonathan and Rowena Stowell, Shirley, MA; 
Michael S. Stowell, FlaglerBeach,FL; Persis Suddeth, Bowie ,MD; 
Jane Chapin Sullivan, Portland; James and Marilyn Swan, Bethel; 
Douglas M. Swett, Center Conway, NH; Albert H. Taylor, 
Cumberland Center; G. Dewey and Verna Thayer, Mason 
Township; Dr. Taylor Thompson and Valerie Uber, Boston, MA; 
William M. Throop, New York, NY; David and Cheri Thurston, 
Bethel; Murray and Constance Thurston, Bethel; Warren Tibbetts, 
Pinion, AZ; Don and Peggy Tobin, Bandera, TX; Peter Tommila, 
Hawaiian Gardens, CA; Edward and Roberta Tremblay, 
Hendersonville, NC; Dr. John and Margaret Trinward, Waterford; 
Edith M. Tucker, Randolph, NH; Myrtle P. Tucker, Franklin, MA; 
Sarah Tucker, Bethel; Richard and Doris Valentine, Bethel; 
Jacqueline Van Leuven, Bethel; Carol J. Verrill, Acton, MA; Frank 
and Janet Vogt, Bethel; Jean S. Waite, Portland; Dean and Priscella 
Walker, Bethel; Nancy Coe Wells, Montclair, NJ; Erland and 
Margaret Wentzell, W indham; W illiamN. Weston, Rumford Center; 
Les Whall,Salt Lake City, UT ; William and Nancy White, Bethel; 
Elizabeth Whiteman, Philadelphia, PA; Muriel Whitney, Bethel; 
Richard and Ellen Whitney, Bethel; Nancy Whittier, Falmouth; F. 
Owen and Sue W ight,Newry; Rosalie Wight, Rumford; Ruth W ight, 
Bethel; Stephen and Margaret Wight, Newry; Priscilla C. Wiley, 
Woodbury, CT; Ronald Willard, Springfield, VA; Waldo Williams, 
Milan, NH; Dennis and Rita Wilson, Bethel; Dorothy C. Wilson, 
Orono; Eleanor Wilson, Bedford, MA; Gloria Wilson, Bethel; Joy 
Yamell, Upton; Barry and Marie York, Burnt Hills, NY; Jane B. 
Young, Bethel 

Benefactor 

Monique Aniel, Rumford; Elizabeth H. Bartlett, Fresno, C A; Donald 
and Katherine Bennett, Orlando, FL; Donna Steams Betts, Osprey, 
FL; Dorothy Boyce, Bethel; John and Marilya Fogarasi, Herndon, 
VA; Orlando and Judy Fraser, Vidalia, GA; Wendy B. Brown, 


ChestnutHill,PA; LindaHertell, Auburn; RobertL. Olpp, Chatham, 
NJ; Charles and Betsey Raymond, Bethel; Thomas D. Stevens, East 
Greenwich, RI; Henry and Patricia Stewart, Bryant Pond; Raymond 
E. York, Camarillo, CA 

Patron 

Robert and Shirley Bartlett, Smyrna, GA; Rosemary Bunn, 
Tallahassee, FL; Richard and Cynthia Chandler, East Falmouth, 
MA; Scott Cole, Bethel; Victor Coolidge, Bethel; Joseph and Joanna 
Drummond, Bethel; Margaret E. Farnum, Hollis Center; William 
and Marguerite Graham, Bethel; Delbert Grover, St. Ann, MO; 
George and Charlene Haines, Bethel; Frederick and Beatrice 
LaPlante, Mercer; Barry and Marilyn Me nn am in, Castine; Donna M. 
Porter, Peabody, MA; John Quinn, Dunstable, MA; John K. Shorb, 
Bethel; John and Janet Todd, Bethel; Ann M. White, Bye field, MA 
Contributing 

Charles and Deborah Adams, Bethel; Jeffrey Allison, Wellesley, 
MA; Carolyn Austin, Bennington, VT; Iris W. Baird, Lancaster, 
NH; Lorenzo and Jan Baker, Bethel; Dan and Terry Barnes, 
Gorham, NH; Betty Beach, Wilton; Ann Benedict and Skip 
Freeman, Bethel; Merrill Bittner and Nancy Noppa, Bethel; Ann 
Borreson, Sparta, WI; Walter and Beth Brough, Greenwood; 
Barbara Brown, Shapleigh; Patricia G. Carter, Bethel; Stanford E. 
Carver, Wappingers Falls, NY; Claudia M.Chickles, Ware, MA; 
Talbot H. and Dorothy Crane, Wilmington, DE; John and Eva 
Crumpton, Oxford; Freda Davis, Bethel; Kathleen DeVore, Bethel; 
David E. Diano, LaCanada, CA; Bonnie Duncan, Magnolia, MA; 
Richard and Carole Duplessis, Mason Township; Barabara J. 
Ferrell, Scarborough; Gordon Fish, St. Johnsbury, VT; Wende Gray, 
Bethel; Peter Henderson, Lakewood, OH; Kathy Hooke, Bethel; 
William and Joan Howe, Ottawa, Ontario; Paula W. Jansmann, 
Green Valley, AZ; Kathleen Kunkle, Bethel; Nancy L. Lecompte, 
Lewiston; Dwight Lord, Hopkins, MN; Robert and Donna 
McCluskey, Duxbury, MA; Mildred McLain, Gilead; Ethel Mann, 
South Yarmouth, MA; Donald V. Marrer, Penfield, NY; Art and 
Ellen Marshall, Bethel; Terry Martin, Rumford; Francha Menhard, 
Littleton, CO; Thomas H. Mitchell, Ph.D., Culver City, CA; 
Jeremiah Morris, Teaticket, MA; Greg and Betsey Morse, 
Yarmouth; Bruce D. Pierce, Newry; Steven Pinkham, Everett, MA; 
Dr. Elaine Pitkin, Bethel; Susan Roberti, Bethel; Eric and Lucia 
Schwarz, Bethel; Martha Siegel, Bethel; Dexter and Janet Stowell, 
Bethel; Robert Sturtz, Albany Township; Richard and Sally Taylor, 
Bethel; Judith Thompson, Old Town; Gail Tout, Bethel; Pieter W. 
and Barbara Van Der Veer, Reston, VA; Michele Varuolo, Bethel; 
Gayle Wigley, Bethel; Nancy Willard, Bryant Pond 
Sustaining 

Albert C. Abbott, Buckfield; Herbert Adams, Portland; Roger C. 
Adams, Jr., West Simsbury, CT; Robert J. F. Albota, Ottawa, 
Ontario; Pamela Andre, Washington, DC; Nancy Babcock, Newry; 
Mary Bakeman, Roseville, MN; Danny Barker, East Stoneham; 
Elmer H. and Arlene F. Bean, Bethel; Carla B. Beddo, Vacaville, 
CA; Deena Bennett, Bryant Pond; Tamara Mills Billings, Bryant 
Pond; Roberta D. Bordanaro, Granby, CT; Todd and JenniferBoyle, 
Ashburn, VA; Harriet Bridges, Harvard, MA; Corey W. Brown, 
Rock Springs, WY; Levi .Brown, Bethel; Gurdon S. Buck,. 
Watertown, MA; Stewart W. Byron, Madison, CT; Catherine 
Canavan, Cool, CA; Claire B. Cantrell, Cumming, GA; Adam 
Chamberlin, Scarborough; Joshua Chamberlin, Hampton, NH; 
Zachary Chamberlin, Augusta; Jack Chapman, Bethel; Patricia E. 
Clark, Unity; Daryl Collard, Victoria, British Columbia; Eleanor 
Collins, Buffalo, MO; Ben B. Conant, South Paris; Helen Connolly, 
Port Hadlock, WA; Judith A. Coolidge, Bethel;Floyd Coolidge, 
Andover; Stanley F. Coolidge, Oxford; Albert Cotton, Bethel; 
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Joanne Crounse, Danvers, M A; Susan Culleton, Oxford; Theodore 
and Linda Davis, Bethel; Judith Decker, Reading, MA; Andrew 
DeRoche, Ph.D., Longmont, CO; Gary Dolley, Madison, NH; Gail 
Dye, Raymond, NH; William L. Dyer, Milford, NH; Sue Farrar, 
Bethel; Senator Norman and Barbara Ferguson, Hanover; Elaine A. 
Fernald, Mount Desert; Richard Fraser, Poland; Robert 
Frederickson, Baldwin, MO; John Gagnon, Eliot; Larry Glatz, 
Harrison; Caroline V. Gould, Bethel; Scott Grant, Bethel; Stephen 
and Elizabeth Gray, South Winsor, CT; Marjorie Greer, Cascade, 
MT; Lynn Hagen, Hibbing, MN; Eiranne Hart, Bangor, Michael R. 
Hasse, Eden Ridge, MN; Susan Foster Hamill, Richmond, VA; 
Frances Harding, Bethel; Rosemary Hollingsworth, Evansdale, IN; 
Heidi Holt, Bethel; Kerry Mason Hood, Seekonk, MA; Bernard 
Hopkins, Mexico; Christopher J. Hovey, Falmouth; Andrea Howe, 
Bethel; Alyssa Howe, Oxford; Dustin Howe, Bethel; Rebekah 
Howe, Bethel; Tanya Howe, Annapolis, MD; David A. Ingraham, 
Onset, MA; John E. Jacobson, New City, NY; Diane Jones, 
Fryeburg; Paul and Jean Kailey, Amelia Island Plantation, FL; Mary 
Jo Kelly, Bethel; Virginia Kelly, Bethel; Linda A. Knight, Harrison; 
Margaret LaCombe, Harrison; Scott E. Lary, Brunswick, GA; 
Robert and Claire Lees, Bethel; Jim List, Hanover; James H. Locke, 
Topeka, KS; Claire T. Lorenz, Medway, MA; James Lowe, Bethel; 
Rodney Lynch, Rockland; Carolyn MacDormand, Gilead; Allan 
Marcotte, Bethel; Beulah B. Martins, Deland, FL; Howard F.R. 
Mason, Russell, MA; Rose Mary McLean, Bryant Pond; Dean 
Merchant, Salem, NH; Loraine Milligan, Rumford Center; Bernard 
and Karen Brown-Mohr; Herbert H. Morton III, Andover, MA; 
David and Nancy Murphy, Bethel; Andrea Bear Nicholas, Ft. 
Fairfield; Carol Nielsen, Bethel; Janette Orino, Rumford; Dr. 
Marvin and Tineke Ouwinga, Bethel; Cathy Pari in, St. Paul,MN; K. 
Barry Peckham, Honolulu, HI; Helen C. Pike, Eatontown, NJ; Lynn 
Cummings-Pike, Oxford; Nancy W. Pike, Lincolnville; Edward 
Pinney, Luquillo, PR; Archer Poor, Andover; Joan N. Radner, 
Lovell; Nat and M ichaela Reade, Bethel; Douglas and Sandra Rice, 
Guilford, CT; Robert and Priscilla Rice, Newry; John Alley 
Robbins, Richmond; Sandy MacKay Robinson, Wells; Dana F. 
Rodin, West Roxbury, MA; Mary Grover Rossetti, Dover, MA; 
Oliveanne K. Scott, Lovell; Arthur J. Smith, Petaluma, CA; Dennis 
Smith, Bethel; James E. Smith, San Jose, CA; Eugenia M. Spalding, 
Tewksbury, MA; Leah W. Sprague, Newcastle; Nancy C. Stickney, 
North Salem, NH; Marjorie A. Stockford, Portland; Susan B. 
Strange, Potomac, MD; Charles and Dixie-Lee Thayer, Bangor; 
Charles M. Thing, Rowley, MA; Maureen Tinnesz, Raleigh, NC; 
Barry E.Tracy, New York, NY; Mark E. Vail, Salt Lake City, UT; 
Lauretta C. Varo and Gloria Lewis, Bethel; Sarah Vedella, Flagstaff, 
AZ; Jerry and Shireen Vincent, Rockport, TX; Bev Wanlin, Pinole, 
CA; Weld Historical Society, Weld; Donnalee C. Stiles-Wells, 
Fremont, NH; Gail Weston, Rumford; Roger Wheeler, Bethel; 
Sandra Wheeler, Newry; Gail P. Witter, Bethel; Rebecca Zicarelli, 
Bethel 

Senior 

Esther Anderson, Brockton, MA; Dorothy W. Bargar, Uhrichsville, 
OH; JoAnn Kilgore Bauer, South Weymouth, MA; Ellen Littlehale 
Beecher, Plainfield, IN; Bessie Bennett, Bethel; Mary Billings, 
Bryant Pond; Lewis and Priscilla Bissell, Jackson, NH; Susan K. 
Black, Bridgton; Charles and Patricia Blake, Bethel; Otto and Kaye 
Blossey, Eustis, FL; Donald R. Bonney, Emerysville, CA; Rev. 
Raymond and Sally Bradley, Wakefield, RI; Charles D. and Bessie 
Brooks, Riverside, CA; Marion Flint Brooks, Naples; Caroline M. 
Brown, Colorado Springs, CO; Doris Brown, Bethel; Geneva H. 
Brown, Norway; Ida C. Bryant, Hermon; Albert and Norma Buck, 


Oxford; Muriel Butters, Bethel; Allan D. and Ann Carlson, Sanford; 
Richard and Lyndell Carter, Bethel; Ernest and Beverly Cassara, 
Cambridge, MA; Albert Chapman, Herbert, MI; Ruth Cox, 
Rumford; Barbara Crocker, Riverside, RI; Adeline Clough, Bethel; 
Irene W. Cole, Waltham, MA; Evelyn Collins, New Cumberland, 
PA; Roger and Lillian Conant, Bethel; Ronald Coolidge, Quincy, 
MA; Jerrold Davis, Naples, FL; Edward and Carol DeLemos, 
Needham, MA; Ruth Dobson, Hopkinton, NH; Gayland and Mary 
Dooen, Bethel; Shirley R. Bassett, Derby, VT; John and Marie 
Dudley, Alexander; Marianne H. Durgin, Belmont, MA; Robert and 
Mary Eichel, Worcester, MA; MargaretT. Edwards, Upton; Richard 
and Natalie Fain, Assonet, MA; Jessie Fairbanks, Norway; Joanne 
P. Fortier, Windham; Robert Chapman Foster III, East Boothbay; 
Clarice Gibson, Bethel; William and Jane Gibson, West Paris; 
Arthur and Ruth Gilbert, West Bethel; Betty Gilbert, Bethel; Alice 
Tyler Gray, Standish; Vemina S. Gray, Hamando, FL; Jean H. 
Grover, Greenwood; Sandra 0. Gunther, Bethel; Dr. David and 
Mary Hall, Butte, MT; Charles and Kathryn Hamlin, Longmeadow, 
MA; Edward Hastings, Stevensville, MT; William Hastings, 
Gorham, NH; Michael and Leslie Hathaway, Conway, NH; George 
Hayes, Sr., Bethel; Clayton , Jr. and Helen Heath, Norway; Donald 
B. and Molly Helms, East Lyme, CT; Kathleen Holden, West Paris; 
Marita Hunton, Norway; Vernon Ingraham, Wareham, MA; John 
and Elaine Jones, Portland; Frances E. Jordan, Poland; Dene 
Kaufner, Redding, CT; Elizabeth Kilgore, Interlachen, FL; Carol 
Kimball, Frederickton, NB; Herbert and Ruth Kittredge, Hanover; 
Thelma Knight, Columbia, KY; Thomas H. and Mary G. Ladwig, 
W oodland Hills, C A; Reuell and Lois Leavitt, Gorham, NH; Revae 
E. Leppanen, Lakeport, CA; Lucile W. Loukin, Ft. Pierce, FL; 
Alfred Lovejoy, Taverse City, MI; Mary Lovejoy, West Paris; 
Arlene Lyon, Gray; Robert McCrea, Meriden, CT; Paul McMahon, 
Middletown, RI; Shirley Matero, South Paris; Blaine and Margaret 
Mills, Greenwood; Patricia P. Moore, Fresno, C A; Yvonne, Nowlin, 
Summerfield, FL; Beverly Onofrio, Center Falls, RI; Mansfield 
Packard, South Paris; Gilman Page, Frenchville; Earlon and Mary 
Paine, Bethel; Eunice Powell, Hanover; David Powers, Springfield; 
Norman and Joan Putnam, Bryant Pond; Elva M. Reeg, Littleton, 
NH; Adelaide Robinson, Yarmouthport, MA; Henry and Elizabeth 
Robertson, Bethel; Lillian A. Rose, Portsmouth, NH; M. Patricia 
Ruff, Rumford; Ruth B. Salo, South Paris; Charles J. Sherman, 
Porterville, CA; Ruth Silver, Bethel; James O. Smith, South Paris; 
Ronald and Gloria Snyder, West Bethel; Ruth Sorofman, Rochelle, 
GA; Myrtle Ruth Speer, Albuquerque, NM; Donald R. Stanley, 
South Portland; Warren Steams, Zephyrhills, FL; Marion C. Stock, 
Ramona, CA; E. Alta Sturgis, South Portland; Joan C. Swallow, 
Norway; Martha Sweatt, Bethel; Sigmund Sysco, Lewiston; Myra 
ColeTaranto, Waltham, MA;Dr. Mary A. Telfer, Media, PA; Susan 
M. Thompson, Norwalk, CT; Clara Thurston, Fryeburg; Jane 
Kilgore Torrence, Huntington Beach, CA; Constance Tutlis, 
Mexico; Robert and Janice Twitchell, Haddonfield, NJ; Frances 
Usenik, Washington, DC; Mary E. Valentine, Bethel; Geraldine 
Grover Vangsness, Wanamingo, MN; Margaret Peg Webber, 
Littleton, CO; Mary Wheeler, Bethel; Thomas Wheeler, Bethel; 
Frances C. Whitman, Port Henry, NY; Bernard F. Wideman, Wells; 
Lindley and Pauline Wieden, Bethel; Marie E. Witter, Gilead; 
Richard O. York, Anaconda, MT; Robert M. Young, Essex, MA; 

Student 

Erica Gunderson, Bryant Pond; Christopher Hart, Bangor; Erin 
Murphy, Bethel; William P.B. Murphy, Bethel; Justin Wight, 
Bethel; Roberta Grover, Greenwood; Shani Mahoney, Bethel; 
Miranda Rizzo, Bethel 
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Sarah S. Tucker 


MEMBER PROFILE 

Sarah Sheafe Tucker 

Life member Sarah S. Tucker, was born in Manchester, NH, but 
grew up in Wellesley, MA. She graduated from the Cambridge 
School of Weston (MA) and with distinction in Economics from 
Simmons College in Boston. For the past seventeen years she 
worked in a variety of financial services, including the last twelve as 
a senior vice president for institutional equities at Cantor 
Fitzgerald’s Boston office. Following her move full-time to Bethel 
in January 2001, she became the Society Assistant Treasurer, where 
she has begun the process of fully computerizing all Society 
financial transactions and provides advice on investments as a 
member of the Investment Committee. 

Her ties with the Androscoggin River Valley date back to 1884 
when her great-great grandfather, Charles Endicott of Boston and 
Salem, MA, built his stone house in Shelburne, NH. The house was 
later owned by her great-grandfather, Gilbert McMillan, and 
frequently visited by her grandfather, John Endicott McMillan, 
before it was sold. John E. McMillan met her grandmother, 
Caroline Cutter at a house party in the “neighborhood” at Philbrook 
Farm Inn in 1925. Miss Cutter was visiting with her family in 
Randolph, NH and was also invited to this party. 

Sarah has also been active as a guide in the museum and assisting 
with special events. Her hobbies include skiing, golf, hiking and 
bird watching. 


Diary of William S. Hastings 

(continued from the last issue) 

1938-January 1, +5 [degrees]. Snowing. All 
day & eve. Sawed pulp. Put up spuds in p.m. 

January 2. Clearing, warm. 10-12 in. snow. Went surveying in 9R6 
for John Howe. Snow is knee deep. Potatoes $.85 per bag. January 
3. Clear, warm. Hauled camp to 9R9 & set it up. Snowy. Cut 
hemlock logs in p.m. Got more cold. January 4, -5 [degrees]. 



Clouding up. Cold. I’m nursing my cold in house. Bob gone to 
Portland. January 5. Cloudy, cool. Sawed pulp on yard. Finished 
pulp in Cobum Place. Feel bum. Sick at night. January 6. Clear & 
cool. Sick all day. Liver. Ruth went to Norway to see Dr. Swett for 
her lame neck. January 7. Raining hard. Still sick. Driver’s licenses 
came today. Cat (Imp) died today. January 8. Clear, cool. Stamped 
pulp. 18 cords. Finished camp. Cleared ice from eaves of house. Cut 
up beef, etc. Pretty good for a sick man. January 9. Clear, cold. 
Home in a.m. Greenwood in late p.m. January 10. Clear & cool. Cut 
pulp in Bean Swamp. Camp is very comfortable. Crew is cutting ice 
on our pond. January 11. Clear & cold. Bob gone to Portland. I’m 
helping on ice. Hauled load of wood from Swift Place. January 12. 
Clear & cold. Cut grey birch & hauled pulp (peeled) from 9R9. 
Weather breeder. January 13. Snowing. +15 [degrees] Hauled 
peeled pulp. January 14. Cloudy, cool. Cut pulp in 9R9. Bob gone 
to Boston. January 15. Clear & cold. Hauled pulp all day. Leslie 
working for us. January 16. Cloudy, cold. Greenwood in a.m. 
Cruised in 9R9 in p.m. Poor snowshoeing about 1 ft. snow & a 
crust. January 1 7. Clear, cold. Cut pulp in a.m. Put up load of spuds 
in p.m. January 18. -ll[degrees] Clear, cold! Went to Norway & 
Portland with spuds. Cold trip. Changed oil in truck. January 19.-20 
[degrees] Clear, cold ! ! Cut pulp & swamped roads all day. January 
20. -13 [degrees] Cleared & warmer. Grover, John, Rodney and I 
went to Umbagog & brought the wangan from the hunting camp. 
Nice trip. January 21. +23 [degrees] Clear & warmer. Took load of 
spuds to Norway (50 bu.) $.60 per bu. Truck fixed. Home at 3 p.m. 
Wired 2 1/4 hrs. for Newton. Finished job & he paid me. $1 1.74. 
January 22. +20 [degrees] Cloudy & warm. Snow. Cut pulp. Bushed 
a path from camp to North road. 4 min. walk. January 23. Cloudy 
warm. Spent day at home. January 24. Cloudy, warm. Sawed 
hardwood logs on yard. Hauled dry wood from Swift Place. Broke 
my back. Rain at night. January 25. Warm, rain. Regular flood. Dug 
ditches all a.m. Repaired sled in p.m. Brooks are over road. Snow 
going. January 26. Clearing, warm. Slippery. I killed bull for 
Farwells. Sawed on yard. Bethel in p.m. Had car tuned up. 5548 
miles. January 27. +9 [degrees] Cold again. Bob in Portland with 
spuds. Warmed up tractor. In p.m. went to big swamp cutting tops 
for firewood. January 28. -7 [degrees] Clear & cold. Cutting tops. 
Road is icy. Snow is down to 5 or 6 in. January 29. Clear, cool. 
Took Billy to Dr. Webster in Portland. Also had my back put 
together at [Dr.]Swett’s. Bought a new saw set. January 30. Cloudy, 
warm. Light snow. Greenwood in p.m. David’s [Tamiminen] 
birthday. Tried filing my hand saw. Fair luck. January 31. Rain, 
warm. Built a sled roll. Sawed wood with tractor. Febmary 1. Clear, 
cool. Sawing wood. I hauled a load to Grover in p.m. Got haircut. 
Snow about 8"- 10" February 2. Cold-cloudy. Hauling pulp to 
Rumford. Dad & I put up spuds. Ground hog saw his shadow. Can 
run truck clear up into Cobum pasture for pulp. February 3. Cloudy- 
light snow. Bob hauling pulp. 105 cords in two day. We put up 
spuds & repaired gear. My back is weak. February 4. Clearing, 
cooler. Bob at Johnson’s. We butchered hog. Put up spuds. Ciint 
Littlefield invited us to Eastern Star Installation at Jefferson Chapter 
in Bryant Pond. February 5. Clear but clouded up. Sold hog at 
Bryant’s, 275 lbs.-$30. Norway with spuds. Uncle John went with 
me. Paid car tax $11.54. February 6. Cloudy. Light rain. Bob & I 
chained land on intervale. Snow is only 3 or 4 in. deep. Lots of ice. 
J. Bean farm 30 A. (26 A cultivated) Me. Bean 25 A (24 A 
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cult.). Rain all night. February 7. Clear & warm. Bob hauling pulp. 

I butchered hogs for neighbors. Put up spuds in p.m. February 8. 
Clear & windy. Nice day. Cut limb wood in birch cuttings. 
Swamped road in pulp. Snow 5-6" deep. February 9. Cloudy. Cut 
pulp. February 10. Clear, windy. Went to Portland with spuds. Brot 
[sic] back fertilizer. February 1 1. -3 [degrees] Cold, windy. I hauled 
limb wood. Bob hauled birch to Thurston. February 12. Clear, cool. 
Hauled limb wood, cedar & green pulp. Nice time to haul. A car or 
truck can go to foot of Hodgdon Hill. Whist party in eve. February 
13. Cloudy. Cruised Bean lot again. Went to Greenwood. Helped set 
up radio for the folks. February 14. Snowing. 2" wet stuff. Put up 
spuds. Edward is sick. Bethel in p.m. February 15.-3 [degrees] Cold 
& windy. Cut pulp & wood. In 10R6. February 16. Cold & windy. 
Bob sick. Leslie & I cut 2 Vi cords & piled the limbs. Cordwood. 
Seven hours. February 17. Warming up. Cut 3 cords cordwood. 
Bob hauling. February 18. Cloudy, rain in p.m. Cutting hardwood. 
Got wet. Bob got load spuds from Haakon [Olson]. February 19. 
Clearing & warm. Cutting again. Bob in Portland. Potatoes $.95 per 
cwt. February 20. At home all day. February 21. Clear & warm. Cut 
hardwood along Hodgdon road. February 22. Clear & warm. Cut 
hardwood. February 23. Cloudy, warm. Bob finished hauling Feb. 
pulp to Rumford. We cut up blow-down in swamp. February 24. 
Clearing, warm. Cutting hardwood. February 25. Snow 2-3 in. Put 
up spuds. Cleared out cellar & set up chick batteries. February 26. 
Clear & warm. Took load spuds to Norway & Portland. 80 cwt. 
February 27. Cloudy. Started wiring in 2 circuits of No. 12 wire for 
chick battery & laundry. Went to Greenwood in p.m. New car 
plates 26-807. February 28. Snow & blow ! Rough day! Finished 
wiring. Norway in p.m. Got stalled in hard drifts on way home. Blew 
all night. March 1. Cold, windy. Cut hardwood all day. March 2. 
Cloudy, snow. Put up spuds. Hauled 2 cords of wood & pulp (1 
load). Killed veal calf. 84 lbs. @ .17 = $14.28. March 3. Cold & 
windy . Took veal to Rumford. Roads drifting. Hauled 2 loads 
cordwood. Cold ! Sick at night. Bob brot [sic] 300 crossbreds 
[chicks] from Wilson’s. March 4. Cold, clear. Put chix in batteries. 
Cut wood. March 5. Cloudy, snow, rain & sleet. Hauled load yellow 
birch to E. L. Tebbetts. Norway to have back fixed. Finished hauling 
down Hodgdon Hill. Whist party. March 6 . Clearing, cool. Put chix 
under wood burner in my cellar. Made a new set of grips on Hi 
Standard. March 7. Clear & cool. Town meeting day. Voted in a.m. 
Put up 30 cwt spuds (seed) in p.m. for Smith of S. Windham. March 
8. Clear & cool. Wind. Cleaned out chix. Applied for membership 
F. & A.M. Bethel 97. Went to Bethel & closed deal on Mel Bean 
Farm. Got deed & paid cash. Hauled pulp to river 3 !4 cords after 
2:30. March 9, Clear & cool. Windy. Hauled pulp to river all day. 
Road are great . Bob hauling pulp to Rumford. March 10. Clear & 
warm. Spring day. Started cutting fir again in 9R9. Snow knee deep 
in open growth. Skinner came in eve. & sold us a set of tires for the 
Farmall, $220 for the tires & cut over the wheels. March 1 1 . Clear 
& warm. Put up spuds. Cut pulp. Finished cutting pulp. 79cords on 
river now. March 12. Cloudy, warm. Worked on chix & started 
incubators. Jacked up tractor and took off rims. Whist party. Set two 
incubators 640+. March 13. Snow, wet. Chimney burned out. Awful 
hot. Took wheels off tractor. Hustled all day. March 14. Clear, 
windy. Hauled pulp all day. Norway at night. Ruth went to a 


Recreational Institute officers meeting in Waterford. March 15. 
Clear, warm. Bob in Portland. Took tractor wheels. We hauled 
manure 2 loads. Snow is thin on intervale. 230 chix form Wilson’s. 
March 16. Cloudy, warm. Hauling manure, 1 load. Pulp, 3 loads. 
Snow at night. March 17. Snow, wet. Worked on tractor repairs & 
new table saw on front of tractor. March 18. Cloudy & warm. 
Hauled all day from 9R9. About 10" in snow. March 19. Clear & 
warm. Snow is settling. Hauled all day. Fred Merrill turned the keys 
of the Bean place over to us. March 20. Cloudy, warm. Grover & I 
went surveying on Lot Z, Upton (7RangelO). Home at 8:30. March 
2 1 . Clear & warm. Snow is going fast. Hauled wood all day. Roads 
are bad. March 22. Clear, warm. Water everywhere. Hauled wood. 
Snow is very thin. Bare on intervale. Roads muddy. March 23. Clear 
& warm. Hauled 5 loads. Rocks & stumps bother. 3 loads left in 
woods. Clouding up at night. First robin. March 24. Clear, warm & 
windy. Snow is going fast. Finished hauling 4 ft. wood. Dooryard is 
bare. Roads impassable. March 25. Clear, warm. Cleaning brooder 
houses. Moved chix from my cellar. Started two more incubators. 
March 26. Cloudy. Cut logs on 9R9. Finished logging . March 27. 
Snowing 6"- 8" wet heavy stuff. Broke aerial. Set two more 
incubators. Moved chix to So. House. March 28. Cold, windy. 
Hauling manure & working on saw rig. Bob gone to Orono [Farm 
& Home week]. Clifford & Cynthia [Bickford, Florence’s brother 
and his wife] are here [to babysit the children]. March 29. Cool, 
windy. Worked on saw rig. W ent to Paris after tractor wheels. Roads 
are bad. March 30. Cloudy. Put wheels on tractor. In p.m. took kids 
to Bethel [dance and piano lessons]. Roads are awful . Got saw & 
shavings. Ordered linoleum for kitchen. March 31. Cloudy, rain. 
Worked on saw rig. In p.m. went to Bethel. Ordered new stove. 
Ceylon Kimball died last night. 

(to be continued in the next issue) 



Visitors examine the exhibit, "A Sampling of Winter Recreational 
Activities in the Bethel Area ” which was at the Society 's Robinson 
House, January 20 to February 24, 2001. Produced by the Bethel 
Area Chamber of Commerce as part of its “Celebration of Winter 
200, " this exhibit highlighted the history of winter sports activities 
in Western Maine and northern New Hampshire. An eclectic 
collection of memorabilia and artifacts, including antique skis, 
skates, toboggans, and sleds as well as historical photographs, 
attracted a broad audience of winter recreation enthusiasts. 
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EDITOR’S CORNER 

This issue commemorates the Society’s thirty five 
years of existence. Once more, we have tried to 
review some of the highlights so that those who are 
new to the organization can gain a grasp of how it 
has evolved while reminding the “veterans” how far 
we have come. This has been an incredible journey 
from that time when eighteen individuals gathered in 
the Bethel Library in 1966 to make Eva Bean’s dream 
become a reality. Today over a thousand members 
strong in forty-five states, the Society has operations 
in two buildings with assets totaling over $ 1 million. 
Now the challenge is to raise the necessary financial 
support to complete the capital campaign to provide 
the proper facilities for storage of its incredible 
collection, and offer greatly enhanced space for 
research, education, exhibits, and traditional crafts. In 
addition, its Regional History Center requires greater 
support to ensure that an even wider variety of 
programming such as lectures, workshops, 
conferences, and publications can be accommodated 
to levels never conceived by those who “dreamed the 
dream” in 1966. 

SRH 


BETHEL HISTORICAL SOCIETY’S COMMITMENT 
TO THE FUTURE 

The Bethel Historical Society is committed to building on its 
reputation as a premier regional history center that will continue to 
enrich the educational and cultural life of its community for generations 
to come. Members and friends have generously contributed to the 
operations of the Society and to the acquisition of the Robinson House. 
In order to ensure the long-term maintenance and further development 
of the Center’s facilities, programs, and collections, the Society is 
seeking new forms of support. You, readers of The Courier, are asked 
to consider making a charitable gift to the Society through a bequest in 
your will, the establishment of a trust, or a number of other financial 
arrangements and options that are available. These charitable gifts can 
be structured to support the Society’s mission while at the same time 
assuring the security of your family. For more information, please 
contact the Society by calling (207) 824-2908 or (800) 824-2910 or by 
writing to P.O. Box 12, Bethel, ME 04217 or by an e-mail: 
info@bethelhistorical.org 


BOOK NOTE 

How We Got There from Here: Remembering the Days of 
Steamers, Trolleys & Model Ts in Maine. Camden, ME: Down East 
Books, 1999. Drawing on period photographs and interviews with 
Mainers who still recall when schooners carried more cargo than 
trucks, horses shared the road with Model Ts, and narrow-guage 
railroads served the rural towns and industries, this book blends 
many voices into an engaging look at travel before the days of the 
Interstate. Author Virginia Thorndike of Lincolnville, Maine, has 
combined private and public archives to present a wealth of 
illustrations in this appealing work. 134 pp., paper $16.95 


BETHEL HISTORICAL SOCIETY Membership Application 

Membership in the Society entitles you to: 


Free admission to the period house museum. 

A 10% discount on purchases of $10 or more from 
the Society’s Museum Shop 
Special Research Library privileges, including reduced 
photocopying fees 


Subscription to the Society’s quarterly, The Courier 

Preferred rate for exhibit hall/meeting room rental 

Voting rights in the Society 

Reduced course fees 

Special invitations to Society events 


Note: New memberships activated after July 1 include that calendar year, plus the following year. 


Student (under 1 8 years) - $3 
Senior (over 55 years) - $5 
Sustaining (individual) - $10 
Contributing - $20 
Patron - $30 
Benefactor - $40 


Life over 55 years (individual) - $100 
Life over 55 years (couple) - $150 
Life 55 and under (individual) - $200 
Life 55 and under (couple) - S250 
Individual preference (any amount over $10) 
Corporate/Business - $50 


Name(s) 


Address 


Phone 


Town/City 


State/Province 

e-mail 


P.O. Box 


Zip/Postal Code 













